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My experience

► bioenergy villages in Germany and especially in the LAG Goettinger Land means 
electric and heating energy from local renewable ressources as a cooperative

► focus of LDS: renewable energy and climate protection

► CALL of the LAG for interested villages: 34 villages applied, 9 feasibility studies, 4 
new bioenergy villages at the end (50 -70 % of houses are involved)

► Pre-condition: villages needed an active community life where long-time residents
are willing to cooperate with new inhabitants, farmers had to admit to the project

► Unique selling point of the LAG: a district with a university town in the center with
lots of know-how
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Main aspects to highlight around this 
topic
► Village people have to realize that it is THEIR very own project and have 

to implement it as such 

► Bottom-up needs free space 

► there is not THE only and right solution

► Every bioenergy village was a challenge for the whole village with an 
individual approach
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My recommendations to move forward

► Renewable Energy Law (EEG) in Germany was a key factor – it guaranteed a 20 years 
fixed price for energy for the investors

▪ make it possible and easy to implement ideas 

► investment measures are important (technics and buildings) BUT a focus on social 
capital is the most important factor

▪ help villages to understand that the social capital is the most important 
value they have and support it 

► don`t underestimate the potential of small villages (up to 800 inhabitants!) AND they 
need support but although freedom/scope of actions

▪ Trust villages! They know best what they need and don`t measure the value 
with economic factors.



https://ruralpact.rural-vision.europa.eu

Join the Rural Pact Community and online platform

https://ruralpact.rural-vision.europa.eu/become-member_en 

 

THANK YOU

https://ruralpact.rural-vision.europa.eu/become-member_en
https://www.facebook.com/EURuralPact
https://twitter.com/EURuralPact
https://www.youtube.com/@EUruralpact
https://www.linkedin.com/company/eu-rural-pact/
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