) ‘
ih % 1l: .
X

- Towards a Ruralxpservat'ory

M"“'*

—_— e ‘ F
S LA -'-__;g{-_‘,’é-?“u‘-‘-f-' .

-— l' "
= p—
] _‘I_-..‘r,-.#" v - -

’_--h-..w




EU Rural Action Plan:
Transversal actions

RURAL PROOFING will be introduced to review major EU policies and

’e consider potential impacts and implications on rural areas.
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EU RURAL ACTION PLAN

The Rural Action Plan will bring different EU policy areas together to turn
the Vision into a reality by...

Rural revitalrsation platform.

Reszearch and innovation for
rural communities.

Sustainable multimodal mobility
best practices for rural areas,

Promoting digital future for rural areas,

A RURAL OBSERVATORY will be set up in the Commission to deepen data

’J‘ collection and analysis on rural areas to support policymaking.

©  INCREASING ENVIRONMENTAL, CLIMATIC
AND SOCIAL RESILIENCE
Support rural municipalities in energy
transition and fighting climate change.
Climate action in peatland through

.is an integral part of the Long-Term Vision for
Rural Areas, under the EU Rural Action Plan

..is a transversal action in support of policymaking
and rural proofing

carbon farming.
Proposed EU Mission on soil health and food

Social resilience and women in rural areas,

e SUPPORTING ECONOMIC
DIVERSIFICATION

Entrepreneurship and social
economy in rural areas,

RURAL PROOFING will be mtroduced to review major EU policies and
consider potential impacts and implications on rural areas

A RURAL OBSERVATORY will be sat up in the Commission to deepen data
collection and analysis an rural areas to support policymaking,

President von der Leyen - July 2019
{Policy guidelines for 2019-2024)

Eurooean Commission



Scope of the Rural C)bservatory@>

Collection and production of indicators targeted to the analysis of rural areas

Setup of a Rural Data Platform to disseminate data and knowledge on rural
areas, which provides:

* comparability

* full EU coverage

Elaboration of analytical papers with focus on prominent rural topics

Integration of contributions from external stakeholders and experts

Rural Pact Conference
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Thematic areas

Demography (depopulation, age structure, projections)
Economic development (GDP, tourism, farming)

Labour (employment and unemployment, gender gap)
Education (tertiary education, early leavers, digital skills)
Social inclusion (risk of poverty or social exclusion)

Infrastructure and accessibility
(service accessibility, transport networks, high-speed broadband access)

Environment and climate (green transition) - a
g B |

Y f Fi

Rural innovation (digitalisation, cooperation and networks)

Rural Pact Conference
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Where are the rural areas?

* Focus on “territorial typologies”, which divide the territory of each
country into sets of homogenous areas:

* Degree of Urbanisation (based on municipalities — or LAU)

* Urban/Rural Typology (based on districts/provinces, or NUTS3)
* Mountain/Non mountain (NUTS3)
* Metro/Non Metro (NUTS3)

e Coastal areas (LAU, NUTS3)
The Rural Observatory will contribute to the analysis of diverse territories
(cross-border, outermost regions, mountains, islands, sparsely populated,

etc.) to reflect the multiple dimensions of rural areas and their links with
other territories.

Rural Pact Conference
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LAU's: Degree of Urbanisation including remoteness (45 minutes) Urban-Rural NUTS3 typology including remoteness (45 minutes)
M Civy B Precominantly urban regions
Town and suburb, close to a city Intermediate regions, close ta a city
I Town and suburb, remate I intermediate, remate regions
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Different scales, different stories...

- 7 Sthare of land area using differenr nypologies (o of land area)

~ased on 2011 population grid, LAU 2011 delineation and NUTS 2016

Degree of urbanisation

Urban-rural typology
(NUTS level 3 regions)

(LAU areas)
Towns and | Rural Predominantly Intermediate Predominantly
Clies suburbs areas urban regions regions rural regions
EU-27 [ 34 136 | 83.0] 9.7 45.7 44.6
Belgium 4.7 41.4 53.9 23.8 43.7 32.5
Bulgaria 2.1 6.0 91.9 1:2 76.7 221
Czechia 2.7 11.5 85.7 14.5 48.7 36.8
Denmark 5.7 14.5 79.8 1.2 47.2 51.6
Germany 5.0 28.1 66.9 11.8 49.7 38'5
Estonia Y s
Irela 0.6 1.2 98.2 9.6 8.9
= 1.5 33 [ o952 : 219
Greece 0 9 5 '1 : 1.3 9.8 88.8
Spain 50 - 94.0 5.7 31.7 62.6
France : 5.9 90.2 23.3 59.8
4.4 7.5 88 : 16.9
Croatia -1 7.9 40.5
Italy 1.8 11.4 86.9 1.1 : 51.6
Cyprus 4.7 226 72.6 20.4 35.9 62.9
Latvia 6.6 6.2 87.2 0'0 54.0 255
Lithuaniz 0.8 13.4 85.8 ; 100.0 0.0
LUXOmbourg 1.3 1.7 97.1 03 59.3 40.2 Ak
Hungary 2.0 9.8 88.2 15.0 71.3 13.7 ~ : '
Malta 29 20.0 : 0.0 100.0 5 L
- 77.1 - 0.0
15.9 623 | 518 0.6 71.8 A
: 100.0 0.0 27.6 [T
: 0.0

Vetherlangs
Stria 13.1
1.1
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Different scales, different stories...

_ve 2 Share of population using different yypologies (% of population)

Jased on 2011 population grid, LAU 2011 delineation and NUTS 2016
Degree of urbanisation, 2011 Urban-rural typology, 2019
(LAU areas) (NUTS level 3 regions)
Predominantl Pred
Cities T::;’: r::d Rural areas y urban lntem:edlate "~ yorr:ri:lantl
F y regions SPLEO regions
Belgium 37.6 31.9 30.6
Buigaria 27.6 55.8 166 ;305 38.9 20.9
Czechia 44.6 223 33 .1 r 8.1 85
Denmark 30.3 32.6 37.1 19.0 68.1 12.9
Germany 34.4 208 ; 25.1 53.7 21.2
Estonia y 44.8 229 48
34.9 41.6 2 -7 28.4
Ireland 42 3.5 436 4
G 4 16.8 40.7 0.8 156
reece 338 - 452 10.3 =
Spain 21.7 44 5 : 445
= 36.0 26.0 28.3 14.7
rance 48 z 37.9 45 2 - 57-0
Croatia = 24.7 26.5 ' 235 313
- 44.4 ' 63.3 i
iy 22.3 33.3 33.3 34
Cyprus 29.5 29.7 ' 35.3 36.6 '
42.5 -8 37.6
Lithuania 51.6 23.1 24.7 47 1 - 426 -
xembourg 42.9 20 o 25.3 0.0 23.0 99 |§Ew
gary 42.1 o 37.1 e 100.0 oo
18.4 37 b 49.3 290 454 2171 %’
2.9 35.4 0.0 83 L
34.7 100.0 A
17.9 63.4 04

i 48.1
e — 7S
.
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New! Functional Rural Areas

The “Functional Rural Areas” (FRASs):

e do not overlap with the “Functional
Urban Areas (FUAs)”

 FRAs and FUAs, together, cover the entire
EU territory

Catchment areas around towns and villages
are firstly identified. The smallest catchment
areas are then combined with the closest
one, until a minimum population size is
reached

Rural Pact Conference
15-16 June 2022 % §PED



Beyond official statistics

* Data modelling
* Big Data

_ Official statistics Beyond official statistics...

Depending on the availability of Full coverage is normally possible
official data (based on estimates)

Spatial and time coverage

Future projections No Possible

Rural Pact Conference
15-16 June 2022 %, @B |




LUISA I\/Iodel\ing Platform

LUISA is an integrated
modelling platform to assess
regional and local impacts of
macro trends and sectorial
policies and a key tool of the
Knoweledge Centre for
Territorial Policies (KCTP)

Web Platforms

Wide dissemination and visualisation of results

Regions & 2 ’;I-\ctivit'i.’é;s ?’

— \ Y4 o
_ Land use & MU%'O* | AcceSS|b|I|ty
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Big Data

=
©
=
c
Lo
=

Attractions

Hotels

4

Restaurants & Bars

All POIs

Rooms

® Hotels

© Vacation rentals

0

500 km

1 km.-

o
o
S
&
o
E
o
Q
e
.
©
o
@
]
[
£
=}
3
=
o
®
2
E
=
o
o
=
@
@
e
g
=
i



Big Data

Average hotel room price across the urban-rural typology:

EUR/standard room
200

Std Room: EUR ®
25-61 180 = P
; 61-79 ®
: W 79 - 89 160
| ’ I 89 - 94
Madeira I 94 - 100 140
) I 100 - 108 e ’ ‘ ?
108 - 121 -
- ' . | 121225 120 8 u';-::_ T
¢ 1 " 500 km 100 o i [ J e & I %
4 v
N : iﬁlﬁ
60 ‘ezio
40 o9
20
0
5O EEQTIXEIEEYTELBETEURUEI5E2] 2
® Predominantly urban Intermediate region

European Comimiission, Joint Research Centre, 2022 : ® Predominantly rural = Overall average

Rural Pact Conference
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Indicator

Population

GDP

2
>

Employment

Active Population

Hours Worked

Compensation of Employees

Gross Fixed Capital Formation

ARDECO

NUTS3, Metro
NUTS3, Metro
NUTS3, Metro
NUTS3, Metro
NUTS2

NUTS2

NUTS2

NUTS2

Disaggregation

NACE* Rev. 2
6 sectors

NACE* Rev. 2
6 sectors

NACE* Rev. 2
6 sectors
NACE* Rev. 2
6 sectors
NACE* Rev. 2
6 sectors

Rural Pact Conference

15-16 June 2022
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*Statistical classification of economic activities in the European Community

NACE Sectors:

Agriculture
Industry
Construction
Financial and
Business Services
Other Market
Services

Public Services
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ARDECQO: added value
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Examples of experimental indicators

Description

Thematic

domain

Demography

Economy

Accessibility

Connectivity

Geographical
context

Population: total, shares,
changes, depopulation,
population density

Tourism capacity

Industrial/commercial
areas

Agricultural land
abandonment

Access to services
Transport accessibility
Speed of the broadband
Built-up, agriculture,

forest, grassland and
other natural areas

Distance to cities
Distance to coastal areas

Elevation, slope

2018 LUISA population base map
LUISA demographic projections (also by age and gender)

Number of accommodation rooms in 2017 - source: Booking and TripAdvisor

Share of ICS (Industrial, commercial and services)

Share of agricultural land abandonment

Accessibility of primary services: hospitals, primary schools, etc.
Potential accessibility, network efficiency and transport performance

Internet connection speed (mobile and fixed line) and population share with access to high
speed internet connection — source: Ookla

Share of built-up areas, agricultural land, grassland, forest and natural areas

Average minimum travel time to the nearest city (> 50,000 inhab.)
Average distance to the nearest beach

Digital elevation model and derived indicators

50 metres

100 metres

100 metres

100 metres

POI

100 metres

600 metres

100 metres

100 metres

100 metres

100 metres




Network efficiency Distance to Beaches Depopulation

Distance to beaches

Network efficiency index

No beaches Depopulation
<
1.85 <10 Compound annual growth rate < 1%
165-1.80 -
10-25 I remote areas
- 188-2.00 25-75 Non remote areas
B 200-225 [ 75 - 150
NUTS3
225 I 10 - 300
R R oo

Rural Pact Conference
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Access to health services Land use Broadband connection

2018 LUISA BASE MAP

Land use classes

Il Hioh density urban fabric

- Low density urban fabric

- Industrial or commerdial units.

- Road and rail networks and assodiated land
I:l Non irrigated arable land

[ ] Permanently imigated land

[ ] Rice fielas

I Vvineyards

- Fruit trees and bemy plantations

I:l Pastures

l:l Agro-forestry areas

- Broad-leaved forest

- Coniferous forest
I 1ixed forest
I:l Natural grassland
I wetiands

- Water courses
[ water bodies

ACCESS TO THE NEAREST
HEALTH SERVICE
in metres

I <500
I 00110000
[ 10,001 - 15,000
7 15,001 -20.000
20,001 - 25,000
> 26,000

more urban -

more speed -

Rural Pact Conference
15-16 June 2022 %, @A g8



Rural Data Platform

‘ To be usable, data must be:
T just cant moke Sease

of this datu. * accessible
Howe yyou tried * understandable
looKing at- +he

Pickures?
Q : =» visualisations,
infographics and sound

research

Rural Pact Conference
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PLACES OF THE EU
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..and «Trends»
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Broadband accessibility and quality connection in Europe by urban-

JRC TECHNICAL REPORTS

Territorial Facts and Trends in the
EU Rural Areas within 2015-2030
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A demographic assessment of EU remote areas by 2050

Headlines

= By 2050, the main EU wide demographic trend in
remote rural aren is characterized by an mgeing
population, alang with a dediine of the warking age
and yauth population.

In 2015, remots rural regions were home ta 6.5% of
the EU populntion, reprecenting about 225 millian
inhabitants. Since the 1060z, remate areas have ozt
more than 5 millicn people and they are expected to
decline continuausly in the far foreceeable future.

The ald-age dependency ratio is expected to increass
in remate rural arses in =il the EU countries by 2050,
This might plausibly lead to an increazed burden on
the warking population to maintain the rest of the
conomically depandant pepilaton.

In termz of gender, there are less women living in
remote rural Areas compared to non-remate rural,
cities o towns. While sherez of women in the
conomically active age dasses are typically undsr
'50%, elderly women are overrepresentad in most of
the remate rural areaz.

Municipaitiez lacated in Bulgarie, Sgain, Ramenia,

European
Commission

95PN = 2@ 'uaun Leedarg &

(S

Headlines

# In 2019, 97% of the EU households had sccess to fined
broadhane,

e 93% in run
improvements in high-zpeed
less than &0% of rural house
broachand [ 30Mbps) compar
anes.

* Whereas the accessihility to §

good in urhan regians of the

remote population fving in L

Spain, Hungary, Extonia, Finlal

are facing a dizadvantaged sits

In zome Member States, 3 hig

haz acoess to high-speed broad

MNetheriands, 85% of the popul

regions has such access. This sh

20°% for residents of rural and

Irelang, Austria, Cyprus, Greect

+ The difference in EU averas
(30,305 kbpe] and mabile {{
carnection varies across regior
average speed iz recarded in o
rural and remote areas (spprox

+ Cities chow the highest speed
Maltz and Denmark, average :
alsa in rural areas. Similarly, §
and Luxembourg provide high
remote and rural residents.

In general European rursl mun
broadband connection, howe
Finland and The Netheriands
2rjoy high-saeat cornection &
» The poor or lack scoes: to hig
leave rural and remote aress b
the right infrastructure, capab
Digital Single Market Caomm
importance of Internet connect

1 patpsy/fec eurnpe.eu/info)/tsw,oetter-1

say/linitistives/12523-Long-term-visicn-

Introduction

This brief focuses on the temritorial dimension of remateness,
=zpecially in rural arems. Past and future population trends, age
structure, dependency ratios and gender issues in remote rural
mremz mre mnalyzed. Future work will further esplore the
=conamiz parfarmance (zactoral empleyment] alang with the
land-use transformations that charscterise remote rural areas.

During the last decades, pepulstion living i remate have
superienced  differsmt demogmphic challenges such as
depapulation and ageing. In meny territories depepulation is
cauzed by natural population change, negative net migratian
ar both, while ageing is mainly dus to the decline of the birth
rate and the mize of life expectancy. & strong relationzhin
exists between bath demographic processes that can imgact
an econcmic growth, attituges, social and palitical behaviours
{Goujon et al, 2021

Marecver, remots mreas are traditicnally charsctarized by low
denzity of populaticn mlong with scarce mnd probably
inefficient infractructures  and  public  services, lower
acceczibility (physical and digital] and higher rick of land
abandanment (Perpifia et al, 2018} Thiz implies that remote
mremz might have lmited zociosconomic coportunities and
developments due mainly to long travelling tme to wrban
oem.r:_ and aszaciated markets, then, with high costs and less

Cyprus and Austria may face th

g e T Tl
depapulation and age graup trends.
romtinge e e s = [
T © ST

(Lange et al, 20130

In zpite of thiz challenging situation, remate rursl Areas present
= range of possible cpportunities that could focus on rrmrmg
ity and ing land i

Porres b b s
UL A
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rural typology including remoteness

Motivation
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Tourism capacity, expenditure and seasonality in Europe
by urban-rural typelogy and remoteness

Headlines

Tourizm is on impertant actvity contrButing to
=malayment and sconomiz growth. In 2018 tourism
cantributed directly, indirsctly and induced around
10% of the Eurcpean GOP and employment

In 2018 tourizm expenditures amounted a total of
455,026 million euro, Domestic tourism was the
most important component for wrban regions and
regicnz cloze to citiez, whils rursl remets regianz
attracted EU and extra EU towrists.

In 2018 the total number of nights spent by tourists
‘wes rougly three fimes more in urban and mrems
close to & city than in rural and remote mress.
Howewar, in zome countrias (a.g Austris, Greses, ste )
the rural turism (per capita) was relevant.

Cartmin rural regionz in France, italy, Comin have
miemcy conziderabls cmpacity to accommocase
visitors. Austrien rural regions are models of
meountain and nature tourism.

Towrists prefer summer menths then winter ones.
Lecking anly st deta For rural remate aress, Finland,
Buigarim and Auctrim are the only countries where
tourism i the highest during winter. Seazonslity
pesks in rural remate mress are mainly linked o
Mountain and natune toursm.

Tourizm can mct ms Cengine” of regionallocal
develcgment acpacially i rural and remote placas
=nd if zeveral scancmic sectars are developed mt the
zame time and provide a diversification of businesz
and inceme oppertunities

Tourizm waz highly affected by the COVID-18
pandemic with a consideratle decremce in tourists’
tigs and expenditures. Results of recent sunveys
zhow mew preferemces for low towsist density
destinatians after the COVID-19 cuthreak.

? World Travel&Toursn Council Region Repart 2006 hitpafhwticog

This policy brief has been elaborated based on the methods and

I

ESPPET MM = 1207 waun umadang @

1IN

Motivation

This pelicy brief haz Besn elaborated based an me
findings in zupport ta the EC Communication on & |
Vizion fer Rursl Areas, preparing an snalytical Sta
Document showing the situstion and trends in nural
regionz, including remoate cnez. The document iz b
slsborated by the DG far Agriculture and Rural De
DG for Regional and Urban Folicy, DG EURDSTAT an
A=zemich Contre.

The minin eSjective of this palicy bricf is to pravide ¢
cagacity, expenditure and semzcnaliy of tourizm in
ursmn-rural typalogy and rematzrezs before the
sandsmic and, at the same time, te enrich this infarm
new evidences moguired during this Frst year of
analyziz can supgart palicies iming at twming chal
apparturities, especially in remots areas, both in the
the recovery and beyand

Introduction

EU = a major tourist destination, with five Member States
ameng the word's top ten destinations for halideymekers,
mccarding o UNWTO data’. Tourism has been ane of the first
and maost zeversly affected cectors zince the start of the
COVID-12 pandemic in Europe. During 2020, tourism came ta
=n mlmast complets halt in EU-27 (Eurcoesn Commizzicn,
2020}

Varintianz in tourizm flows can be substantial both st s
rational and regional leveiz. While some countries and regicns
hest mestly domestic tourists, sthers rely mare on foreign
visitars from both EU and extm-EU (Ribeirs Sarrance =t al,
2020}, The recovery alsa differs depending on tourists origin
whers regicnz mare degendent on fareign tourizm are mors
wulnzrable when compared ta thoze with & strong focus on
domestic flaws.

R=cent zurveys show new prefersnces for low density
destinetions and to an increase in & mare sustrinable and eco-
inchuzive conzumer behaviour especially among younger
generations. In addition, regicns lezz affectad 5y COVID-10 mre

o
4
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Accessibility to services

European
Commissicn

in Europe’s member states -

m_%
pu
| (=

an

evaluation by degree of urbanisation and remoteness

Headlines

» Thiz policy brief outlines preent-day challenges to
service accessibility mcrozs the EU, with particulsr
focus on rural and remate rural arenz.

. ides information on the of celected
Services of General Interest (SeGl) inclucing retailerz,
banks, phammacies, hospitals, cinemes, primary and
secondary schools.

® The results of the mnalyzic suggest thet cervice
bility < o ==
member states, and between urban and rural areas.

© UWiban aremz in the EU provide better
cppartunities in terms af accessibility to services
compared o rural arems.

In rural arens, it iz harder to provide neceszary
conditions far economic viabiity of a service.
Hence, zervice accesziility in these areaz i
lower and peopls have to travel lnrger diztances
o remch  zervice mrem or facility.

a d chmnges in

factors might exn::rbm thiz ceparation of
service mccessibility betwesn urban mnd rursl
mremc.

dlglhllzubnﬂ

and
policiez of cervice provision, together with imnovative
solutionz in the transpartation sector, might allow
rural and sparsely populated regions to mitigate this
undesired trend in the Face of ongaing demograghic
challenges.

* Hew technalogiez  in smarter

-Long-term-vision-for-rurai-areas

Motivation

The sustenmnce of mocess to zervices i m key concem for

Eurcpe's rural mress. Pocr access to services reduces cuality of

life; worsens economic disparities with urban areas; increases

dependency on unzustanable tranzpert medes; and formsz an
dditional hardzhip far mokility-impired citizens.

This policy brief outlines present-day challenges to service
accessibility across the EU, with partioular focus on rural and
remote rwral areas. |t has been produced in pair with the staff
working document far the upcorming Long Term Vision far Rural
Areas’, and ic meant ta provide more descrigtive detil an the
analyzes shared in that document. Mare generally, this repart
iz part of & brosder Ffort by DG REGID, OZCD and the JAC
assess in the of service i

which iz done to azzist in identifying sound cohesion and social
policies. DECD (2021} desaibe potential mersures to maintain
quality of efucation in the face of demograhic change. A
repert fram JRC and OECD, fortheaming in 2021, will sketch
the cast and sccess implications of fareseen orap

change. Other planned reports and papers will sxamine the

lecal i of changes that
occurred  recently, between 2011 and 2018, and the
relaionchiz between regianal settlemen: stucturez and
zervice provisian.
Introduction

ility iz an i of i Innd-uze

and tranzportation systems. In Brosd terms, it meazures sase
of remching sconomic opportunities and | o service arems uzing
proper trancport infrastructure and mesns. it s a key
inztrumnent for regional pulu:y in munmnrmg sustainmble urban
nd rural mre given
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What’s next?

A European

{ »IL Commission
%’ New perspectives on

territorial disparities

From lonely places to

AI' .lE places of opportunities

Launch event: 23 June at 14:30

Rural Pact Conference
15-16 June 2022 &, gﬁ?’ S e

From lonely places to places of opportunities

Functional Rural Areas
Are rural remote areas remarkable? (Part |)

Which factors are driving depopulation in
rural remote areas? (Part I1)

Implementation of the EU Rural Observatory
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