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Example for degree of urbanisation:  At risk of poverty or social exclusion, 2020
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Rural advantage - Population living in households considering that they suffer from pollution, grime or 
other environmental problems 
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Rural disadvantage - Individuals with basic or above basic overall digital skills –
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Current situation

• Degree of urbnaisation is implemented in all 
surveys on persons and households co-
ordinated by Eurostat

• Eurostat is publishing more than 100 
indicators on rural areas covering several 
topics: 
• labour market;
• social, income and living conditions,
• education,
• Health
• information society,
• etc. 

Future perspectives

• Promote the use of the degree of 
urbanisation at European and international 
level – by publishing more indicators and 
more analysis

• Applying the degree of urbanisation globally
• Implementing the classification in all 

relevant statistical data collections and 
beyond

• Implement more detail in the classification 
by using the more detailed “second level” 
which takes into consideration remoteness





Future perspectives

• Publications of demographic statistics at NUTS3 level in line with Regulation (EC) No 
1260/1230 will continue; 

• The results of the 2021 population and housing census will provide very rich data on regional 
and local administrative unit level and allow publishing new information on rural areas that is 
not available within annual demographic statistics. It will also include collection of 
georeferenced population data at 1 km square grid from all Member States for the first time; 

• Depending on the outcome of the ongoing evaluation and impact assessment of the European 
statistics on population initiative, the Commission will propose a new framework regulation 
integrating census, demography, migration statistics and extending the data requirements 
towards their geographical detail to enhance the score of statistics relevant for rural areas;
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