
Towards a Rural Observatory



EU Rural Action Plan: 
Transversal actions

• …is an integral part of the Long-Term Vision for 
Rural Areas, under the EU Rural Action Plan

• …is a transversal action in support of policymaking 
and rural proofing 



Scope of the Rural Observatory
• Collection and production of indicators targeted to the analysis of rural areas

• Setup of a Rural Data Platform to disseminate data and knowledge on rural 
areas, which provides: 

• comparability
• full EU coverage

• Elaboration of analytical papers with focus on prominent rural topics

• Integration of contributions from external stakeholders and experts



Thematic areas
• Demography (depopulation, age structure, projections)

• Economic development (GDP, tourism, farming)

• Labour (employment and unemployment, gender gap)

• Education (tertiary education, early leavers, digital skills)

• Social inclusion (risk of poverty or social exclusion)

• Infrastructure and accessibility 
(service accessibility, transport networks, high-speed broadband access)

• Environment and climate (green transition)

• Rural innovation (digitalisation, cooperation and networks)



Where are the rural areas?
• Focus on “territorial typologies”, which divide the territory of each 

country into sets of homogenous areas:
• Degree of Urbanisation (based on municipalities – or LAU)
• Urban/Rural Typology (based on districts/provinces, or NUTS3)
• Mountain/Non mountain (NUTS3)
• Metro/Non Metro (NUTS3)
• Coastal areas (LAU, NUTS3)

The Rural Observatory will contribute to the analysis of diverse territories 
(cross-border, outermost regions, mountains, islands, sparsely populated, 
etc.) to reflect the multiple dimensions of rural areas and their links with 
other territories. 



Where are the rural areas?

subtitle



Different scales, different stories…



Different scales, different stories…



New! Functional Rural Areas

subtitleThe “Functional Rural Areas” (FRAs):
• do not overlap with the “Functional 

Urban Areas (FUAs)”
• FRAs and FUAs, together, cover the entire 

EU territory

Catchment areas around towns and villages 
are firstly identified. The smallest catchment 
areas are then combined with the closest 
one, until a minimum population size is 
reached



Beyond official statistics

Official statistics Beyond official statistics…

Spatial and time coverage Depending on the availability of 
official data

Full coverage is normally possible
(based on estimates)

Future projections No Possible

• Data modelling
• Big Data



LUISA Modelling Platform

LUISA is an integrated 
modelling platform to assess 
regional and local impacts of 
macro trends and sectorial 
policies and a key tool of the 
Knoweledge Centre for 
Territorial Policies (KCTP)

Regional 
module

Downscaling of macro 
trends to regional 
level based on 
empirical knowledge 
and scenario 
definitions

Macro 
projections

Trends / projections 
from multiple sectors 
(economy, demo-
graphy, agriculture, 
energy, climate) at 
country level

Local
module

Downscaling of 
regional trends to 
local level based on 
empirical knowledge 
and scenario 
definitions

Thematic analyses and indicators
Analyses and indicators of impact on various domains

Web Platforms
Wide dissemination and visualisation of results

Regions & 

cities

Activities Energy

Land use & 

ecosystems
AccessibilityPopulation





Big Data

Attractions
Hotels

Vacation rentals
Restaurants & Bars

All POIs

Milan, Italy



Big Data
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ARDECO

*Statistical classification of economic activities in the European Community

Indicator Detail Disaggregation

Population NUTS3, Metro

Employment NUTS3, Metro NACE* Rev. 2
6 sectors

GDP NUTS3, Metro

GVA NUTS3, Metro NACE* Rev. 2
6 sectors

Active Population NUTS2

Hours Worked NUTS2 NACE* Rev. 2
6 sectors

Compensation of Employees NUTS2 NACE* Rev. 2
6 sectors

Gross Fixed Capital Formation NUTS2 NACE* Rev. 2
6 sectors

NACE Sectors: 
• Agriculture
• Industry
• Construction
• Financial and 

Business Services
• Other Market 

Services
• Public Services



ARDECO: added value

subtitle

From Eurostat
From CE-ERD

From 
AMECO



Examples of experimental indicators
Thematic 
domain

Indicator Description Resolution

Demography
Population: total, shares, 
changes, depopulation, 
population density 

2018 LUISA population base map

LUISA demographic projections (also by age and gender)
50 metres

Economy

Tourism capacity Number of accommodation rooms in 2017 - source: Booking and TripAdvisor 100 metres

Industrial/commercial 
areas Share of ICS (Industrial, commercial and services) 100 metres

Agricultural land 
abandonment Share of agricultural land abandonment 100 metres

Accessibility
Access to services Accessibility of primary services: hospitals, primary schools, etc. POI

Transport accessibility Potential accessibility, network efficiency and transport performance 100 metres

Connectivity Speed of the broadband Internet connection speed (mobile and fixed line) and population share with access to high
speed internet connection – source: Ookla 600 metres

Geographical 
context

Built-up, agriculture, 
forest, grassland and 
other  natural areas

Share of built-up areas, agricultural land, grassland, forest and natural areas 100 metres

Distance to cities Average minimum travel time to the nearest city (> 50,000 inhab.) 100 metres

Distance to coastal areas Average distance to the nearest beach 100 metres

Elevation, slope Digital elevation model and derived indicators 100 metres



Network efficiency Distance to Beaches Depopulation



Access to health services Land use Broadband connection



Rural Data Platform

To be usable, data must be:

• accessible

• understandable

 visualisations, 
infographics and sound 
research



Focus on «Places»…



…and «Trends»



Publications



What’s next?

Launch event: 23 June at 14:30 

From lonely places to places of opportunities

Are rural remote areas remarkable? (Part I)

Which factors are driving depopulation in 
rural remote areas? (Part II)

Implementation of the EU Rural Observatory

Functional Rural Areas



Thank you
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