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Changing the narrative on ‘remote’
rural and island communities

CoDelL -- Community Development Lens
based in the seven islands of Uist (population 5000)
in the Outer Hebrides, off the Atlantic coast of Scotland
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http://www.codel.scot/

CoDel’s initiative: Redefining Peripherality

A micro social enterprise in remote islands seeking to change
the narrative on peripherality

... across the Northern Periphery and Arctic region

... across Europe

... and beyond

through communications, research rooted in peripheral
communities, and amplifying the voice of local young people
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Where and what is peripheral?

The distant policy makers answer:

 Low population density and
declining populations

 Low accessibility

e Economic challenges, incl.
small markets and low
diversity
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Local people and communities answer,
“we are at the centre of the world”

indigenous wealth building strategies

inherited knowledge

great place to live and work

Resource rich )
creative

rich culture intangible assets

dynamic  inspiring vibrant resilient

innovative

pluralistic lifestyles

, : _ high quality care _ _ collaborative
Torshavn in the Faroes is low impact lifestyles

"The Navel of the World*, ) ) Asset rich
William Heinesen flexible and adaptive
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Demonstrated during Covid ...

. . Northern Periphery and EUROPEAN UNION
“Many peripheral regions (‘ Arctic Programme sl P
and communities proved
J’ L]
resilient and effective in CODEL  { swcsn O Nordregio
responding to Covid-19.” Y 2 UNIVERSITY
S, vituniversteret Q) ISLAND
~ NHS
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http://codel.scot/covid-19-economic-impacts-recovery-in-the-northern-periphery-arctic

Changing the narrative: RESOURCES

Rural regions, and the people who live on them, are the source of almost
all the food, fresh water, energy, minerals and other resources that
make our way of life possible. (OECD) (CoDelL blogpost here)

If we consider the biggest challenge facing humanity in the 21st century,
climate change, we can consider that urban places, which hold a large
share of our country’s population, are remote from the resources they
need to combat it. (Magnus Davidson, CoDel blogpost here)
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http://codel.scot/a-wealth-of-assets
http://codel.scot/how-to-rethink-remote-and-put-resources-at-the-centre

Carbon is not the
enemy

Read Theona’s

Chan in blogpost from the
el PERIPHERALITY

the

narrative: “Soil should be politically recognised as a strategic asset as

its ability to produce food underpins peace and civil society”
The Food and Global Security Network

SOIL

rural
(ommumt\ Development Lens o network
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http://codel.scot/carbon-is-not-the-enemy-of-life-but-the-creator-insights-from-the-oxford-real-farming-conference

Changing the narrative: TOURISM

There is no such thing as sustainable tourism.
Tourism is a consumerist model.

These typical photos for tourists

misrepresent our vibrant and dynamic island life.
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Changing the narrative: YOUNG PEOPLE

U i S.i' About Stories Ma
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YOUNG

w -- VOICES
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from Eriskay to Berneray,
on community, the future

and their Home
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Uist Bed About  Stories  Map

Latest Sae more
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The European Agricultural Fund
Taigh-staile Uibhist a Tuath for Rural Development:
Rusad More Read More Read More Europe investing in rural areas

The Scottish

Government
Riaghaltas na h-Alba

Scottish Rural - e : = ?]UMP FOR ]JOY- : vl
Development - <o .---ﬂ.......,............m.m...'-,,, -

3 A . 8 T A e 8
A young photographer making waves Lochmaddy Bay Prawns A Scandi Bakery in Uist Programme it dalor et AL alide it Ml |
Read More Read More Read More

www. uist.co
www.instagram.com/uistbeo/
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We are running out of time if we

R E D E Fl N l N G continue to fight existing reality,
instead of visioning and building a

PE@D@I}JE@A&D‘FV better society. It’s time to stop

doing the same (see blogpost here).

If the Rural Pact is to bring about real positive change,

we all need to do something new, to enable peripheral,

rural and island communities to create their own

futures based on their own visions, narratives and & i ? =
cultural inheritance, resources, strengths and needs. 4
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http://codel.scot/stop-the-same
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http://www.codel.scot/
https://www.facebook.com/CoDeLScot
https://twitter.com/CoDeL_Scot
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